Overseas
OverseasVolunteer
VolunteerWork
Work
Dr.
Dr.Parrish’s
Parrish’sBio
Bio
Facelifts
Facelifts&&Other
Other
Surgical
Procedures
Surgical Procedures
More
MoreMen
MenConsidering
Considering
Plastic
Surgery
Plastic Surgery
Getting
GettingtotoKnow
KnowDr.
Dr.Parrish
Parrish

CLICK HERE
HERE
CLICK

Changes

Enhancing your beauty...
Spring 2010
from within!

On a Personal Note...

We recently returned from a surgical mission trip
to Antigua, Guatemala. Our group included two
general surgeons, two gynecologists and one plastic
surgeon, myself. We arrived on Saturday, February 27,2010
around 11 pm. We were up early the following day and oﬀ to the hospital.
Our ﬁrst day was a clinic day and the clinic area was completely full of
potential patients for all the doctors. Most of the patients were from
hours away. The Mayans came from far oﬀ Guatemala and were
transported via bus arranged by another organization to get them to
the hospital for surgery. All patients were at the clinic by 7 am and
waited patiently, with the last being seen at 5 pm.
Every patient went through the anesthesia clinic to make sure they
were healthy enough for surgery. In the plastic surgery clinic most of
the patients were under two years old and had cleft lips and/or cleft
palates to be repaired. The surgery schedule ﬁlled very quickly and
several patients were put oﬀ until the next plastic surgeon visits.
Surgery started Monday morning with everyone up at 5:45 am.
After a 15 minute walk to the hospital we all went to our assigned
rooms. Most of the procedures we performed were repairing cleft lips
and palates. The younger babies had their lips repaired, since that helps
them with sucking and deﬁnitely helps to improve weight and nutrition.
After age two most of the children are old enough to have their cleft
palates repaired. Occasionally the defects are unusually wide and
additional time is needed before repairs can take place.
Our days were busy and all the surgeries went extremely well.
Every day we would make rounds on the wards to check on the children.
Parents were always with the babies and did all the feeding and holding
to comfort them. Interpreters were needed, as most patients/parents
spoke no English. Sometimes two interpreters were needed, one for
Mayan to Spanish and another for Spanish to English. Two babies had
surgery cancelled due to an outbreak of diarrhea. Their slots were quickly
ﬁlled with patients on the waiting list.
Everyone was extremely gracious. The Guatemalan surgical
technicians were really helpful in assisting us with everything we needed.
It was deﬁnitely a beautiful week and rewarding for everyone involved.
-Dr. Parrish and Rosemary
P.S. We hope you enjoy the photos from our trip.
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Linzie,
Real Patient

Visit Us Online

Click on link below to visit
our website, where you'll
ﬁnd descriptions of all our
services, meet our staﬀ and
check out our facilities:

http://dr-parrish.com

541-779-7275

www.dr-parrish.com

1-800-458-0684

701 Golf View Drive, Medford, OR 97504

